Method and clinical results of a new transthyrotomy closure of the supraglottic larynx for the treatment of intractable aspiration.
A new procedure has been developed to surgically separate the pharynx from the trachea that employs the best features of the Montgomery technique, but restricts the closure to only the epiglottis and the aryepiglottic folds. The petiole of the epiglottis is plicated to the false vocal folds and the interarytenoid mucosa. It is performed entirely through a midline thyrotomy approach and avoids injury to any of the structures within the rima glottidis. It has been successfully performed on seven very ill patients to date. The surgical decision-making process involved, a complete description of the surgical procedure, and a summary of the patients' preoperative condition, workup, and outcomes are presented and discussed.